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Why We Assess 

Assessment at NAS is designed to show how well your child understands and can apply what they've been 
taught, help teachers identify and address gaps in learning, motivate students through constructive feedback, 
and clearly communicate what steps are needed for improvement. It also ensures NAS meets curriculum, 
accreditation, and KHDA/MOE requirements. 

Attainment and Progress — What's the Difference? 

• Attainment is how your child is performing right now against age-related and curriculum expectations. 

• Progress is how much your child has improved over time compared to their own starting point. 

Both are tracked and reported to give a complete picture of how your child is doing. 

How Your Child Is Assessed 

• Diagnostic/entry-level tests at the start of the year in core subjects, to establish a baseline. 

• Ongoing formative assessment throughout the year — teacher observations, self-assessment, and (in 
KG) focus evaluation sheets — used to guide day-to-day teaching. 

• Cycle tests, mid-semester and end-of-semester exams, following a set schedule each semester. 

• External benchmark assessments (CAT4, MAP, IBT, Achieve 3000, and participation in PIRLS/TIMSS/PISA 
where applicable), which help the school track your child's progress against international standards. 

How Often You'll Hear From Us 

• Two full written reports are issued each academic year. 

• A Parent-Teacher Meeting is held every semester to discuss your child's progress. 

• You're welcome to request an appointment with a teacher at any time during the semester. 

• Quizzes are corrected and shared with parents within 48 hours, and advance notice of any graded quiz 
is posted on the homework website. 

Passing Grades and Promotion 

• For Grades 3–12, the passing mark is 60%. 

• A student failing three or more major subjects (Math, English, Arabic) in Grades 4–12 may be required 
to repeat the year, subject to KHDA regulations. 

• Ministry of Education rules do not permit retention in Grades 1–3. 

• Grade promotion and retention decisions are based on overall academic performance across the year, 
with KHDA approval. 

If Your Child Misses an Exam 

• Please submit a medical certificate (where the absence is due to illness) within 5 working days so a 
make-up exam can be arranged. 

• Without a medical certificate, a written request from parents is required, and the school will review the 
circumstances before deciding on next steps. 
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• Missed end-of-semester exams without an approved reason may result in a zero mark for that exam — 
school approval is required before any average is used to compensate for a missed assessment. 

Support for Students of Determination 

• Students on the inclusion register may receive access arrangements (e.g., extra time, a reader/scribe, 
assistive software, separate room) without changing what the assessment measures. 

• Where appropriate, modified assessments or alternative programmes (such as ASDAN for high school) 
are used, with parental consent sought and records kept. 

A Few Things Worth Knowing 

• Exam content, results, and fee-related matters are kept confidential and are not discussed informally — 
please direct specific queries to the Academic Coordinator. 

• Parents may view mid-year and final exam papers at school, in the presence of a Vice Principal or 
Academic Coordinator. 

• If a student is caught cheating or found with cheating materials or unauthorized digital devices, the 
exam will be cancelled. 

Questions? 

If you have questions about your child's assessments, grades, or a specific exam, please contact your child's 
teacher, Head of Department, or the Academic Coordinator. Full Assessment Policy is available from the 
school office. 


