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School Framework & Definition of Learning 

• Mission: To empower learners through a challenging American curriculum, fostering mutual 

understanding, international mindedness, and compassion to prepare students as lifelong learners and 

global leaders. 

• Vision: To inspire a passion for learning so students achieve their fullest potential as responsible, 

productive, and innovative global citizens and cultural ambassadors. 

• Core Values: International Mindedness, Innovation, Teamwork, Inclusion, Discipline, and Respect. 

At New Academy School (NAS), learning is defined as an ongoing process of connecting existing information 

with newly acquired knowledge and applying it in real-world contexts. Teachers are expected to fully 

embrace this definition, ensure students understand it, and explicitly incorporate it into all planning, 

teaching, and learning practices. 

 

2. Purpose and Rationale of E-Learning 

The primary academic goal at NAS is for all students to meet or exceed expected progress rates. E-learning 

serves as a strategic addition to school pedagogy, extending engagement and helping students become 

successful communicators and lifelong learners. 

Pedagogical Benefits of E-Learning: 

• Global Connections: Connects students to new learning environments beyond time and distance 

constraints. 

• Shared Learning: Facilitates collaborative learning communities beyond traditional classrooms. 

• Supportive Environments: Provides flexible resources catering to individual, cultural, and developmental 

differences. 

• Enhanced Learning: Offers virtual experiences and tools that save time and deepen conceptual 

understanding. 

 

3. Virtual Learning Environments & Digital Platforms 

The VLE delivers web-based resources, assessments, student tracking, and communication tools accessible 

24/7. Key digital platforms utilized include: 

• Class Dojo:  A communication tool for teachers, parents, and students that builds positive classroom 

culture, tracks skills, and shares photos, videos, and instant messages. 

• Seesaw:  A student-driven digital portfolio allowing students to record videos, capture written work, 

upload files, and give peer-to-peer feedback. 

• Google Classroom:  A platform streamlining workflow through automated paperless assignments, Google 

Drive integration, real-time feedback, grading, and notifications. 
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4. Continuity of Learning & Emergency Preparedness 

Continuity of learning ensures education continues seamlessly during school closures or student absences, 

backed by KHDA support. Key strategies for continuity include: 

• Age-Appropriate Design:  Aligning course design and support to student age and skill levels, 

incorporating differentiation. 

• System Training:  Providing training for staff, students, and parents on core platforms. 

• Ensuring Accessibility:  Combining 1:1 device usage with alternative learning methods. 

• Closure Planning:  Tailoring tools for short-term vs. long-term needs, keeping core applications ready. 

 

Delivery Channels During Emergencies: 

• Limited Internet Provision:  Email distribution of platform resources and supplemental printed materials 

where feasible. 

• Teacher Check-ins:  One-on-one and class interactions via Dojo, Seesaw, and Google Classroom. 

• Phone & Email:  Used by leadership for alerts and communication (with video calling where permitted). 

• Recorded Class Meetings:  Regular video updates and recorded lesson inputs emailed and posted to 

platforms, with recorded audio/written feedback. 

• Slide Presentations:  Content, audio, and hyperlinks presented via Keynote, PowerPoint, or Google 

Slides. 

• Website & School Blog:  A dedicated blog linked to the main school website serving as the primary hub 

for closure updates, supplemented by Mograsys for time-sensitive alerts. 

5. Stakeholder Requirements & Expectations 

Parent Requirements: 

•  Sign and return Digital Consent Forms and BYOD Agreements. 

•  Provide a quiet, conducive learning environment at home with minimal disruption. 

•  Ensure functional, fully charged devices and reliable internet connectivity. 

Staff Expectations: 

•  Sign and abide by the Distance Learning Agreement (DLA) and collect student BYOD and Digital Consent 

forms. 

•  Ensure high-speed home internet and remain online during scheduled live timetable sessions. 

•  Prepare Distance Learning Resource Packets (DLRP) in advance and follow curriculum scope/sequence. 

•  Provide constructive feedback on student work and maintain prompt communication with parents and 

students. 

•  Resolve technical or laptop issues with IT promptly or conduct sessions from school if home connections 

are inadequate. 
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6. BYOD Policy & In-Class Digital Guidelines 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policy: 

•  Applies to all students (including Kindergarten); students must bring a personal tablet/iPad daily, fully 

charged. 

•  Promotes 21st-century skills, engagement, critical thinking, personalized learning, and varied assessment 

strategies. 

•  Parents/students are fully responsible for storage, care, security, and repairs; NAS is not liable for loss, 

damage, theft, or network downtime. 

•  Devices must be clearly named on the network, and teachers oversee daily device sanitization. 

In-Class Digital Usage & Screen Time Limits: 

•  Digital activities in class are capped at a maximum of 10 minutes per activity to promote balanced screen 

time. 

•  Extension research tasks assigned outside class are capped at an additional 10 minutes maximum. 

•  Requires signed parental consent for participation in digital classroom activities. 

 


